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NEW  OFFICES  FOR  F.C.N.L. 

For  five  years  the  F.C.N.L,  has  been  housed  in  the  Florida  Avenue  Friends  Meeting  House. 
Pushed  by  expanding  activities  and  increased  staff  plus  crowded  conditions  in  the  Meeting 
House,  the  Cojimittee  has  found  new  quarters  at  1000  -  11th  Street,  N.W.,  Phone  STerling 
3711.  The  Washington  offices  of  the  Division  of  Social  Education  and  Action,  Board  of 
Christian  Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  the  Council  on 
Christian  Social  Progress,  Northern  Baptist  Convention,  will  be  located  in  the  same  build¬ 
ing  where  we  all  will  be  able  to  share  certain  facilities  and  information, 

EXCERPTS  FROM  19U8  PARTY  PLATFORMS 

This  Newsletter  takes  the  form  of  excerpts  from  five  party  platforms,  alphabetically  ar¬ 
ranged  for  easy  reference.  (Excerpts  arc  exact  quotations  unless  indicated  by  parentheses.) 

We  have  quoted  frcxa  each  platform  those  references  related  to  legislative  issues  on  which 
the  F.C.N.L.  took  a  position  in  its 
ton  Letter  No,  U9,  Feb.  26,  19U8). 
texts  of  the  platforms  are  available  from  the  F.C.N.L.  upon  request. 

RECOVERY  AND  RELIEF 

Democratic  -  Under  the  Truman  Doctrine  vital  aid  has  been  extended  to  China,  to  Greece,  and 
to  Turkey,  Under  the  Marshall  plan  generous  sums  have  been  provided  for  the 
relief  and  rehabilitation  of  European  nations  striving  to  rebuild  their  economy  and  to  se¬ 
cure  and  strengthen  their  safety  and  fi^eedom.  •  .  We  pledge  a  sound,  humanitarian  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Marshall  Plan. 

Progressive  -  We  call  for  the  establishment  of  a  United  Nations  Reconstruction  and  Develop¬ 
ment  ^’und  to  promote  international  recovery  by  providing  assistance  to  the 
needy  nations  of  Europe,  Africa  and  Asia,  without  political  conditions  and  with  priorities 
to  those  people  that  suffered  most  from  Axis  Aggression.  .  .  We  call  for  repudiation  of 
the  Marshall  Plan. 

We  call  for  economic  assistance  without  political  conditions  to  further  the  independent 
econcanic  development  of  the  Latin  American  and  Caribbean  countries. 

Prohibition  -  No  mention 

Republican  -  Within  the  prudent  limits  of  our  own  economic  welfare,  we  shall  cooperate,  on 
a  basis  of  self-help  and  mutual  aid,  to  assist  other  peace-loving  nations  to 
restore  their  economic  independence  and  the  human  rights  and  fund^mlental  freedoms  for  which 
we  fought  two  wars  and  upon  which  dependable  peace  must  build.  iVe  shall  insist  on  business¬ 
like  and  efficient  administration  of  all  foreign  aid. 

Socialist  -  The  American  govenunent  must  increase  its  economic  aid  in  the  rehabilitation  or 
development  of  all  countries  accepting  the  principles  of  political  freedom,  ir¬ 
respective  of  the  economic  direction  they  choose  for  themselves  in  a  free  expression  at  the 
ballot  box.  Not  only  Europe  but  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America  are  in  need  of  U.S.  assis¬ 
tance. 

REFUGEES,  DISPLACED  PERSONS  AND  IMMIGRATION  • 

Democratic  -  We  pledge  ourselves  to  legislation  to  admit  a  minimum  of  UOOjOOO  displaced 
persons  found  eligible  for  United  States  citizenbhip  without  discrimination 

as  to  race  or  religion. 


Statement  of  Legislative  Policy  for  19U8  (see  Washing- 
iidditional  copies  of  the  Statement  as  well  as  full 


Pa £6  2 _ _ _  Washington  Letter  No.  57 

Progressive  -  The  Progressive  Party  calls  for  the  repeal  of  the  anti-Catholic,  anti-semi- 
tic  Displaced  Persons  Act  of  19U8  widch  permits  the  entry  into  the  United 
States  of  fascists  and  collaborators.  We  call  for  the  enactment  of  legislation  to  open 
our  doors  in  the  true  American  tradition  to  the  victims  of  fascist  persecution. 

T.e  advocate  the  repeal  of  discriminatory  imaigration  laws  based  upon  race,  national  ori¬ 
gin,  religion,  or  political  belief. 

ne  support  legislation  facilitating  naturalization  of  Filipinos,  Koreans,  Japanese,  Chinese, 
and  other  national  groups  now  discriminated  against  by  law. 

We  recognize  the  just  claims  of  the  Japanese  Americans  for  indemnity  for  the  losses  suf¬ 
fered  during  their  wartime  internment,  which  v/as  an  outrageous  violation  of  our  fundamen¬ 
tal  concepts  of  justice. 

Prohibition  -  V.o  mention 

Republican  -  No  mention 

Socialist  -  At  the  very  least,  U00,000  (refugees)  can  be  admitted  under  unused  inmigration 
quotas  from  the  war  years.  Full  support  for  the  International  Refugee  Organi¬ 
zation  is  essential  as  long  as  tne  present  emergency  exists,  but  the  goal  must  be  the  free 
and  unrestricted  movement  of  people  according  to  their  own  choice,  throughout  the  world. 

Naturalization  rights  should  be  granted  to  Japanese  immigrants  vdio  have  demonstrated  their 
loyalty,  and  indemnification  should  be  given  to  Japanese  immigrants  and  their  ijnerican  de- 
scendents  who  suffered  property  losses  because  of  government  policy  during  V/orld  War  II. 

All  forms  of  discriminating  barriers  against  immigration  on  grounds  of  race,  color  or  na¬ 
tional  origin  must  be  abolished. 

UNITED  NATIONS  A.ND  INTERNATIONAL  POLICIES 

Democratic  -  V7e  support  the  United  Nations  fxilly  and  we  pledge  our  wholehearted  aid  tovrard 
its  growth  and  develoonent.  We  will  continue  to  lead  the  way  toward  curtail¬ 
ment  of  the  use  of  the  veto.  We  shall  favor  such  amendments  and  modifications  of  the 
Charter  as  eccperience  may  justify.  We  will  continue  our  efforts  toward  the  establishment 
of  an  international  armed  force  to  aid  its  authority. 

We  pledge  ourselves  to  restore  the  reciprocal-trade  agreements  program  formulated  in  193U 
by  Secretary’'  of  State  Cordell  Hull  .  .  .  Further,  we  strongly,  endorse  our  country's  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  International  Trade  Organization. 

We  pledge  continued  economic  cooperation  with  the  countries  of  the  Vjestern  Hemisphere.  We 
pledge  continued  support  of  regional  arrangements  within  the  United  Nations  Charter,  such 
as  the  inter-^erican  pact  and  the  developing  westez*n  European  Union. 

V.e  believe  the  primeiry  step  toward  the  achievement  of  world-wide  freedom  is  access  by  all 
peoples  to  \he  facts  and  the  truth.  To  that  end,  we  will  encourage  the  greatest  possible 
vigor  on  the  oart  of  the  United  Nations  Commission  on  Human  Ri^ts  and  the  United  Nations 
Economic  and  Social  Council  to  establish  the  foundations  on  which  freedom  can  exist  in 
every  nation. 


Progressive  -  We  demand  that  a  new  leadership  of  the  peace-seeking  people  of  our  nation  — 
ifAiich  has  vastly  greater  responsibility  for  peace  than  Russia  because  it  has 
vastly  greater  power  for  vrar  —  undertake  in  good  faith  and  carry  to  an  honorable  conclu¬ 
sion,  without  appeasement  or  sabre-rattling  on  either  side,  a  determined  effort  to  settle 
current  controversies  and  enable  men  and  wotaai  everywhere  to  look  forward  with  confidence 
tc  the  common  task  of  building  a  creative  and  lasting  peace  for  all  the  world.  The  only 
ultimate  alternative  to  war  is  the  abandomment  of  the  principle  of  the  coercion  of  sov- 
ereij^nties  and  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  the  just  enforcement  upon  individuals  of 
world  federal  legislature  with  limited  .but  adequate  powers  to  safeguard  the  coomon  defense 
and  the  general  welfare  of  all  mankind. 

We  demand  the  repudiation  of  the  Truman  Doctrine  and  an  end  to  military  and  econcmnic  inter¬ 
vention  in  support  of  reactionary  and  fascist  regimes. 

We  urge  the  full  use  of  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  and  other  agencies  of  the  United 


Nations  to  wipe  out  disease  and  starvation,  to  promote  the  development  of  culture  and  sci¬ 
ence,  and  to  develop  the  peaceful  application  of  atomic  energy. 

Vue  favor  international  commodity  agreements  and  a  V/orld  Food  Eoard  xmder  the  United  Nations 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  to  stabilize  world  markets  and  to  move  farm  surpluses 
to  deficient  areas. 

Prohibition  -  We  believe  in  World  peace,  and  universal  brotherhood. 

Having  united  with  other  national  groups  to  restore  world  order  and  preserve  world  peace, 
our  naticai  should  lead  them  all  in  sabnerging  selfish  interests  for  the  coninon  good  of 
all.  This  is  a  severe  test  for  American  statesmen  and  the  men  to  be  intrusted  witn  the 
task  should  be  men  whose  dependence  is  upon  a  Higher  Power  for  wisdom  and  guidance. 

Republican  -  We  shall  erect  our  foreign  policy  on  the  basis  of  friendly  firmness  which 
welcomes  cooperation  but  spurns  appeasement.  V/e  shalj.  pursue  a  consistent 
foreign  policy  which  invites  steadiness  and  reliance  and  vAiich  thus  avoids  the  misunder¬ 
standings  from  which  wars  resxilt.  We  believe  in  collective  security  against  aggression 
and  in  behalf  of  justice  and  freedom.  We  shall  support  the  United  Nations  .  .  .  (wiiich) 
should  progressively  establish  international  law;  be  freed  of  any  veto  in  the  peaceful 
settlement  of  international  disputes,  and  be  provided  with  the  armed  forces  as  contem¬ 
plated  by  the  Charter.  V^e  particularly  commend  the  value  of  regional  arrangements  as  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  '-barter;  and  we  cite  the  Western  Hemispheric  Defense  Pact  as  a  useful  model. 

At  all  times  safeguarding  our  own  industry  and  agriculture,  and  under  efficient  administra¬ 
tive  procedures  for  the  legitimate  consideration  of  domestic  needs,  we  shall  support  the 
system  of  reciprocal  trade  and  encourage  international  commerce. 

Socialist  -  The  bi-partisan  effort  in  Washington  to  achieve  (military)  superiority  and  the 
hysteria  which  accompanies  it  make  war  more  likely,  and  threaten  our  internal 
democracy  with  a  dangerous  American  militarism. 

The  achievement  of  true  democratic  federal  world  government  is  the  ultimate  structure  of 
peace.  The  U.N.  as  we  have  repeatedly  pointed  out  is  not  by  its  nature  such  a  government. 

Yet  in  the  critical  years  before  us  it  may  serve  a  great  interim  usefulness  if  its  con¬ 
structive  agencies  are  strengthened  and  if  it  is  given  power  to  deal  with  aggression  by 
abolition  of  the  veto  in  the  Security^ Council. 

All  peoples  of  the  world  must  be  assured  access  to  the  raw  materials  now  controlled  by  in¬ 
ternational,  private,  and  state  monopolies.  For  this,  the  area  of  operation  of  the  world 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organization,  in  cooperation  with  the  International  Trade  organization 
where  necessary,  must  be  extended.  At  the  same  time,  world  planning  is  necessary  to  al¬ 
locate  materials  in  short  supply  on  the  basis  of  need.  World  production  must  be  planned 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  world,  not  national  markets. 

The  United  States  should  offer  to  join  in  the  internationalization  and  demilitarization  of 
the  strategic  waterways  of  the  world,  e.g.  Panama,  Suez,  the  Danube,  the  Dardanelles, 
Gibraltar,  the  Baltic,  the  Black  Sea,  the  Arctic,  etc.,  as  part  of  the  general  program  of 
world  disarmament. 

The  organization  of  world  peace  requires  the  existence  of  an  international  police  or  secur¬ 
ity  force. 

The  United  States  should  support  all  efforts  to  establish  customs  unions  as  a  first  step 
in  the  direction  of  a  world-wide  outlavnry  of  trade  barriers. 

DISARMA1Q2NT,  CONSCRIPTION,  AND  CONTROL  OF  ATCfillC  iNSRGY 

Democratic  -  We  advocate  the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  Army,  Navy,  and  Air  force  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  Nation’s  vital  interests  and  to  assure  our  security  against  aggression. 

/lie  advocate  the  effective  international  control  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  including 
the  a  tomic  bomb,  and  we  approve  continued  and  vigorous  efforts  within  the  United  Nations  to 
bring  about  the  successful  consunmation  of  the  proposals  which  our  (  overnment  bas  advanced. 
The  adoption  of  these  proposals  would  be  a  vital  and  most  important  step  toward  safe  and 
effective  vrorld  disarmament  and  world  peace  under  a  strengthened  United  Nations  which 
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would  then  truly  constitute  a  more  effective  parliament  of  the  world's  people. 

We  pledge  adherence  to  the  principle  of  nonpartisan  civilian  administration  of  atomic 
energy,  and  the  development  of  atomic  energy  for  peaceful  purposes  through  free  scientific 
inquiry  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  people. 

The  free  peoples  of  the  world  look  to  us  for  support  in  maintaining  tJieir  freedoms.  .  . 

For  these  reasons  it  is  imperative  that  we  maintain  our  military  strength  .  .  .sufficient 
to  fulfill  our  responsibilities  in  occupation  zones,  defend  our  national  interests,  and  to 
bolster  those  free  nations  resisting  Uomnunist  aggression. 

Progressive  -  The  Progressive  Party  calls  for  the  repeal  of  the  peacetime  draft  and  the  re¬ 
jection  of  Universal  Military  Training.  We  demand  the  repeal  of  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  National  Security  Act  which  are  mobilizing  the  nation  for  war,  preparing  a 
labor  draft,  and  organizing  a  monopoly-militarist  dictatorship. 

We  call  for  the  iirmediate  cessation  of  the  piling  up  of  armament  expenditxire  beyond  reason¬ 
able  peacetime  requirements  for  national  defense.  We  call  for  the  abandonment  of  military 
bases  designed  to  encircle  and  intimidate  other  nations. 

The  Progressive  Party  vrill  work  through  the  United  Nations  for  a  world  disarmament  agree¬ 
ment  to  outlaw  the  atomic  bomb,  cacteriological  warfare,  and  all  other  instruments  of  mass 
destruction;  to  destroy  existing  stockpiles  of  atomic  bombs  and  to  establish  United  Nations 
controls,  including  inspection,  over  the  production  of  atcanic  energy;  and  to  reduce  con¬ 
ventional  armaments  drastically  in  accordance  with  resolutions  already  passed  by  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly. 

We  condemn  the  militarization  of  science  and  the  imposition  of  military  control  over  sci¬ 
entific  expression  and  ccaomunication. 

We  demand  the  abandonment  of  the  inter-American  military  program. 

Prohibition  -  Believing  that  peacetime  military  training  in  our  country  does  not  represent 
a  safeguard  for  world  peace,  that  it  is  contrary  in  principle  to  our  American 
way  of  life,  that  it  places  an  unnecessary  burden  upon  our  peacetime  economy,  that  it  would 
lead  only  to  military  dictatorship,  and  that  it  would,  under  existing  conditions,  lead  to 
the  moral  and  spiritual  deterioration  of  our  youth,  we  declare  our  opposition  to  any  pro¬ 
gram  of  peacetime  military  conscription. 

We  favor  the  development  of  a  constructive  plan  for  the  international  control  of  atomic  en¬ 
ergy,  involving  a  system  of  international  inspection  of  the  manufacture  of  atomic  energy 
and  punishment  for  violation  of  regulations. 

Republican  -  ...  we  propose:  Tlie  maintenance  of  armed  services  for  air,  land,  and  sea 
to  a  degree  which  will  insure  our  national  security;  and  the  achievement  of 
effective  unity  in  the  bep>artment  of  National  Defense  so  as  to  insure  maximum  economy  in 
money  and  manpower,  and  maximum  effectiveness  in  case  of  war.  We  favor  sustained  effective 
action  to  procure  sufficient  manpower  for  the  services,  recognizing  the  American  principle 
that  every  citizen  has  an  obligation  of  service  to  his  country. 

We  favor  conservation  of  all  our  natural  resources  and  believe  that  conservation  and  stock¬ 
piling  of  strategic  and  critical  raw  materials  is  indispensable  to  the  security  of  the 
United  States. 

We  shall  relentlessly  pursue  our  aims  for  the  universal  limitation  and  control  of  arms  and 
implements  of  war  on  a  basis  of  reliable  disciplines  against  bad  faith. 

Socialist  -  The  representatives  of  the  United  States  should  immediately  propose  to  the 

United  Nations  that  peacetime  conscription  be  outlawed  by  all  nations.  We  are 
opposed  to  all  forms  of  peacetime  conscription  in  the  U.S. 

The  United  States  should  propose  the  rigid  limitation  and  international  control  of  all  ar¬ 
maments,  to  be  followed  by  universal  —  not  unilateral  —  disarmament;  ...  The  principle 
of  unlimited  international  inspection  must  be  recognized  as  a  fundamental  safeguanl  of 
world  seciirity. 
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Die  United  States  has  made  a  good  beginning  in  reserving  to  the  nation,  rather  than  ceding 
to  business,  the  ownership  of  atomic  energy.  •  .  As  the  peace~time  uses  of  atomic  energy 
begin  to  emerge,  it  becomes  increasingly  important  that  the  constructive  applications  of 
atomic  power  be  utilized  only  through  non-profit  corporations. 

Die  United  States  should  renew  its  efforts  for  United  Nations  adoption  of  the  Majority  Plan, 
based  on  the  Baruch  proposals;  a  campaign  of  unceasing  world  education  on  the  contents  of 
the  plan  should  be  launched  imiiediately;  and  meamdiile  production  of  atomic  bombs  should  be 
halted. 

CIVIL  LIBERTIES 

Democratic  -  We  again  state  our  belief  that  racial  and  religious  minorities  must  have  the 
right  to  live,  the  right  to  work,  the  right  to  vote,  the  full  and  equal  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  laws,  on  a  basis  of  equality  with  all  citizens  as  guaranteed  by  the  Consti¬ 
tution. 

We  c-ftTI  upon  the  Congress  to  support  our  President  in  guaranteeing  these  basic  and  funda¬ 
mental  rights  —  (1)  The  right  of  full  and  equal  political  participation;  (2)  The  right  to 
equal  opportunity  of  employment;  (3)  The  right  of  security  of  person;  (U)  The  right  of 
equal  treatment  in  the  service  and  defense  of  our  Nation. 

We  favor  the  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

We  urge  imnediate  stat^ood  for  Hawaii  and  Alaska;  immediate  determination  by  the  r^eople 
of  Puerto  Rico  as  to  their  form  of  government  and  their  ultimate  status  with  respect  to  the 
United  States;  and  the  maximum  degree  of  local  self-government  for  the  Virgin  Islands, 

Guam,  and  Samoa. 

Progressive  -  The  Progressive  Party  condemns  segregation  and  discrimination  in  all  its 
forms  and  in  all  places. 

We  demand  full  equality  for  the  Negro  people,  the  Jewish  people,  •^anish-speaking  Americans, 
Italian  Americans,  Japanese  Americans,  and  all  other  nationality  groups. 

We  call  for  a  Presidential  proclamation  ending  segregation  and  all  forms  of  discrimination 
in  the  armed  services  and  Federal  employment. 

We  demand  Feder2G.  anti-lynch,  anti-discrimination,  and  fair-emplpyment-practices  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  legislation  abolishing  segregation  in  interstate  travel. 

We  call  for  immediate  passage  of  anti-poll  tax  legislation,  enactment  of  a  universal  suf¬ 
frage  law  to  permit  all  citizens  to  vote  in  Federal  elections,  and  the  full  use  of  Federal 
enforcement  powers  to  assure  free  exercise  of  the  right  of  franchise. 

We  demand  that  Indians,  the  earliest  American^  be  given  full  citizenship  rights  without 
loss  of  reservation  rights  and  be  permitted  to  administer  their  own  affairs. 

We  will  develop  special  programs  to  raise  the  low  standards  of  health,  housing,  and  educa¬ 
tional  facilities  for  Negroes,  Indians  and  nationality  groups,  and  will  deny  Federal  funds 
to  any  state  or  local  authority  which  witholcs  opportunities  or  benefits  for  reason  of 
race,  creed,  color,  sex  or  national  origin. 

We  will  initiate  a  Federal  program  of  education,  in  cooperation  with  state,  local,  and  pri¬ 
vate  agencies  to  combat  racial  and  religious  prejudice. 

We  support  the  enactment  of  legislation  making  it  a  Federal  crime  to  disseminate  anti-Semi¬ 
tic,  anti-Negro,  and  all  racist  propaganda  by  mail,  radio,  motion  picture  or  other  means 
of  communication. 

We  pledge  to  respect  the  freedom  of  conscience  of  sincere  conscientious  objectors  to  war. 

We  demand  amnesty  for  conscientious  objectors  imprisoned  in  World  War  II. 

The  Progressive  Party  will  fi^t  for  the  constitutional  rights  of  Communists  and  all  other 
political  groups  to  express  their  views  as  the  first  line  of  defense  of  the  liberties 
of  a  democratic  people.  We  pledge  an  all-out  fight  against  the  Mundt-Nixon  Bill  and  all 
similar  legislatiwi  designed  to  impose  'thought  control,  restrict  freedom  of  opinion,  and 
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establish  a  police  state  in  America. 

Vie  demand  the  a  bolition  of  the  House  Un-American  Activities  Committee  and  similar  State  Com¬ 
mittees,  and  we  mean  to  rijht  the  wrongs  which  these  committees  have  perpetrated  upon  thou¬ 
sands  of  loyal  Americans  working  for  the  realization  of  democratic  ideals.  We  pledge  to 
elirlnate  tiie  current  '*Loyalty'‘  purge  program  and  to  reestablish  standards  for  government 
service  that  respect  the  rights  of  Federal  employees  to  freedom  of  association  and  opinion 
and  to  engage  in  political  activity, 

T^e  demand  the  full  right  of  teachers  and  students  to  participate  freely  and  fully  in  the 
social,  civic  and  political  life  of  the  nation  and  of  the  local  community, 

V\e  call  for  Home  Rule  and  the  granting  of  full  suffrage  to  the  disfranchised  citizens  of 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

We  favor  the  immediate  admission  of  Hawaii  and  Alaska  as  the  U9th  and  50th  states  of  the 
Union. 

Prohibition  -  Recognizing  that  ”God  created  of  one  blood  all  nations  to  dwell  upon  the 

face  of  the  earth,"  we  declare  in  favor  of  full  justice  and  equai  opportun¬ 
ity  for  all  people,  whatever  their  religion,  or  racial  or  national  origin. 

Republican  -  (The)  right  of  equal  opportunity  to  work  and  to  advance  in  life  shovild  never  be 
limited  to  any  individual  because  of  race,  religion,  color,  or  country  of  ori¬ 
gin,  V;e  favor  the  enactment  and  just  enforcement  of  such  Federal  legislation  as  may  be 
necessary  to  maintain  this  right  at  all  times  in  every  part  of  the  Republic* 

Lynching  or  any  form  of  mob  violence  anywhere  is  a  disgrace  to  any  civilized  state,  and  we 
favor  the  prompt  enactment  of  legislation  to  end  this  infamy* 
rie  favor  the  aoolition  of  the  poll  tax  as  a  requisite  to  voting. 

We  are  opposed  to  the  idea  of  racial  segregation  in  the  armed  services  of  the  United  States, 
he  favor  self-government  for  the  residents  of  the  nation’s  capital* 

Socialist  -  Democracy  cannot  tolerate  two  classes  of  citizenship.  Complete  political,  eco- 
nuaic  and  social  equality,  regardless  of  race,  religion  or  national  origin  must 
be  established. 

.  Segregation  must  be  abolished  in  the  armed  forces,  in  all  public  institutions  and  in  housing. 
Legislation  for  a  Fair  Employment  Practices  Committee,  long  overdue,  should  be  passed. 
Anti-lynching  legislation  must  be  enacted  to  wipe  out  the  worst  blot  on  the  American  scene. 
Guarantee  of  the  right  to  vote  should  be  granted  to  many  citizens  now  robbed  of  suffrage. 

The  Socialist  Party  ,  .  demands;  Elimination  of  the  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities.  . 

The  Oocmittee  has  abused  the  legitimate  democratic  function  of  Congress  to  investigate  and 
collect  data  on  matters  of  national  importance. 

The  Socialist  Party  ,  ,  demands:  Defeat  of  any  legislation  that  would  force  the  Communist 
rarty  further  underground  and  that  would  appear  to  give  moral  justification  to  its  conspir- 
ational  policies.  The  right  to  free  expression  of  political  views  must  not  be  impaired. 

But  the  existing  lav/s  against  overt  acts  should  be  vigorously  enforced. 

The  Socialist  Party  .  .  demands:  elimination  of  poll  taxes.  .  . 

The  Socialist  Party  .  ,  demands:  Full  amnesty  and  restoration  of  civil  rights  for  war  ob¬ 

jectors,  several  hundred  of  whom  are  still  in  prison  and  thousands  of  whom  have  lost  citi¬ 
zenship* 


WSLFARE  aND  SOCIAL  SECURITX 

Democratic  -  We  shall  enact  comprehensive  housing  legislation  including  provision  for  slum 
clearance  and  lovt-rent  housing  projects  initiated  by  local  agencies.  .  .  iide- 
quate  housing  will  end  the  need  for  rent  control.  Until  then,  it  must  be  continued. 

We  favor  the  extension  of  the  social-security  program.  .  to  provide  additicxial  protection 


I-  '  . 


/  . 


( 


t' 


/ 


I 


1 


'  i:i- 

Vl- 


! 


» 


7s  ■  ,  •  ■  ■  ■  .  .f-  ■■ 

’  ■■  ■ 

■  ■  ■  .-  .  ..V  -  -  Tt  ■ 


Page  7 


Washington  Letter  No.  $7 _ 

against  the  liazards  of  old  age,  disability,  disease  or  death. 

We  favor  the  enactment  of  a  naticmal  health  program  for  expanded  medical  research,  medical 
education,  and  hospitals  and  clinics. 

We  approve  the  purposes  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  and  we  favor  such  appropriations  as  may 
be  necessary  to  make  it  effective. 

We  advocate  Federal  Aid  for  education  administered  by  and  under  the  control  of  the  States. 

Progressive  -  We  demand  a  Federal  emergency  housing  program  to  build  within  the  next two 

years  four  million  low-rent  and  low-cost  dwellings  with  priority  to  veterans. 

We  pledge  an  attack  on  the  chronic  housing  shortage  and  the  slums  through  a  long-range 
program  to  build  25  million  new  homes  during  the  next  ten  years.  This  program  will  include 
public  subsidized  housing  for  low-income  families. 

The  Progressive  Party  demands  the  extension  of  social  security  protection  to  every  man,  wo¬ 
man  and  child  in  the  United  States. 

We  support  the  ri^t  of  every  American  to  good  health  through  a  national  system  of  health 
insurance,  giving  freedom  of  choice  to  patient  and  practitioner,  and  providing  adeqviate 
medical  aiKi  dental  care  for  all.  We  favor  the  expenditure  of  Federal  funds  in  support  of 
an  effective  program  for  public  health  and  preventive  medicine  and  a  program  of  dental  care. 

The  Progressive  Party  proposes  to  guarantee,  free  from  segregation  and  discrimination ,  the 
inalienable  right  to  a  good  education  to  every  man,  women,  and  child  in  America,  Essential 
to  good  education  are  the  recognized  principles  of  academic  freedom  —  in  particular,  the 
principle  of  free  inquiry  into  and  discussion  of  controversial  issiaes  by  teachers  and  stu¬ 
dents. 

We  call  for  the  extablishment  of  an  integrated  Federal  grant-in-aid  program  to  build  new 
schools,  libraries,  raise  teachers'  salaries  and  librarians'  salaries,  improve  primary  and 
secondary  schools,  and  assist  municipalities  and  states  to  establish  free  colleges. 

V/e  call  for  a  system  of  Federal  scholarships,  fellowships,  and  cost-of-living  grants,  free 
from  limitations  or  quotas  based  on  race,  creed,  color,  sex  or  national  origin,  in  order  to 
enable  all  those  with  necessary  qualifications  but  without  adequate  means  of  support  to 
obtain  higher  education  in  institutions  of  their  own  choice. 

We  call  for  a  national  program  of  adult  education.  .  . 

We  oppose  segregation  in  education  and  support  legal  action  on  behalf  of  Negro  students 
and  other  minorities  aimed  at  securing  their  admission  to  state-supported  graduate  and  pro¬ 
fessional  schools  which  now  exclude  thm  by  law. 

We  call  for  a  Department  of  Education  with  a  Secretary  of  Cabinet  rank. 

We  pledge  ourselves  to  establish  a  department  of  government  that  shall  be  known  as  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Culture,  whose  funciion  shall  be  the  promotion  of  all  the  arts  as  an  expression 
of  the  spirit  of  the  iAmerican  people,  and  toward  the  enrichment  of  the  people's  lives,  to 
make  the  arts  available  to  all. 

Prohibition  -  We  will  extend  the  Social  Security  Act  so  as  to  include  all  employed  groups 
in  its  provisions.  V.e  will  2lLso  develop  a  system  of  annuity  insurance  for 
aged  persons  and  so  administer  it  as  to  preserve  the  incentives  of  initiative  and  thrift. 

We  greatly  deprecate  the  fact  that  so  many  ex-service  men  are  without  sufficient  housing 
facilities  for  themselves  and  families.  It  should  be  possible  for  every  American  family 
that  desires  to  do  so  to  own  its  own  house.  We  favor  such  legislation  as  may  facilitate 
the  realization  of  this  objective. 

Republican  -  Housing  can  best  be  supplied  and  financed  by  private  enterprise;  but  govern¬ 
ment  can  and  should  encourage  the  building  of  better  nomes  at  less  cost.  We 
recommend  Federal  aid  to  the  States  for  local  slum  clearance  and  low— rental  housing  programs 
only  Tdiere  there  is  a  need  that  cannot  be  met  either  by  private  enterprise  or  by  the  states 
and  localities. 
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Consistent  with  the  vigorous  existence  of  our  competitive  economy,  we  urge:  extension  of 
the  Federal  Old  Age  and  Survivors'  Insurance  program  and  increase  of  the  benefits  to  a  more 
realistic  level;  strengthening  of  the  Federal-State  programs  designed  to  provide  £ore  ade-  , 
quate  hospital  facilities,  to  improve  methods  of  treatment  for  the  mentally  ill,  to  advance 
maternal  and  child  health  and  generally  to  foster  a  healthy  America. 

We  favor  equality  of  educational  opportunity  for  all  and  the  promotion  of  education  and 
educational  facilities. 

Socialist  -  Millions  of  workers  are  as  yet  uncovered  by  the  unemplc^rment  and  social  secur¬ 
ity  provisions.  .  .  The  age  at  idiich  workers  become  eligible  for  old  age  pen¬ 
sions  should  promptly  be  reduced  to  60  and  the  system  should  be  financed  by  net  progressive 
income  taxation  rather  than  by  the  regressive  payroll  tax.  Ihe  Social  Security  law  should 
be  amended  to  include  family  allowances.  The  proper  care  of  children  is  at  least  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  care  of  the  aged. 

Legislation  for  comprehensive  medical  and  hospital  care,  financed  by  a  national  contribu¬ 
tory  system  of  health  insurance,  must  be  enacted  by  Congress. 

Public  health  services  must  be  increased;  the  constructicxi  of  new  hospitals  and  clinics  must 
be  pushed.  Federal  action  must  be  taken  to  stimulate  research  and  public  preventive  medi¬ 
cine  in  cancer,  heart  diseases,  mental  illness,  alcoholism  and  other  ailments,  as  was  done 
in  the  field  of  atomic  fission.  The  maternal  and  child  services  provided  by  the  Social 
Security  Act  must  be  extended. 

Higher  standards  of  teacher  training,  enlarged  and  improved  facilities,  curricula  better 
designed  to  meet  pupil  needs,  adequate  salaries,  att>'active  conditions  for  supericn*  pro¬ 
fessional  work  —  all  require  that  Federal  contrioutxons  to  public  education  be  vastly 
multiplied  without  reducing  local  community  initiative  and  existing  State  responsiuilities. 

We  propose  passage  of  State  and  Federal  laws  aimed  at  eliminating  racial,  cultural  and  re¬ 
ligious  discriminaticm  and  segregation  in  education. 

Ihe  Socialist  Party  proposes  the  creation  of  a  Home  Loan  Bank  to  finance  the  purchase  of 
homes,  a  Public  Supply  and  v'abricatinfT  Corporation  to  set  up  factory  units  needed  to  pro¬ 
duce  materials  and  to  develop  large-scale  prefabricated  housing;  the  expansion  of  public 
housing  activities  in  the  field  of  low-income  multiple  dwellings;  the  eoqpansion  of  public¬ 
ly  built,  cooperative  tenant-operated  housing;  the  integration  of  national  and  local  hous¬ 
ing  plans,  including  revision  of  municipal  building  codes;  the  development  of  a  govern¬ 
ment  progrejB  of  bona  fide  collective  bargaining  with  the  building  and  construction  unions, 
providing  for  a  guaranteed  annual  wage  to  remove  one  of  the  worst  evils  of  the  building 
industry  and  for  the  development  of  apprentice-training  programs. 

We  favor  the  extension  and  strengthening  of  rent  control  for  the  duration  of  the  housing 
anergency. 

«««««««««««-«* 

E.  Raymaad  Wilson 
C.  Lloyd  Bailey 
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